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Day to that office. prog ara therefore 


having been ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, as to 


have their whole civil eee. ſettled by 


him, who'is moſt intimately acquainted: with 


the nature of man, can we wonder that theſe 


converts ſhould be ſtrongly prejudiged againſt 


a government, which had no pretenſions to 
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And as to the Gentile 3 may we 
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by our reaſon of the truth and neceſſity; | of 
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| That pr, difpokition dun to a | facial 
life, which can never exiſt in any degree of 
perfection without a governing power, and 
the numberleſs advantages ariſing from it, 
ſuch as the improvement of our underſtand- 
ing, the regulating and becalming our ate. 
ſions, and the invention of the arts, which 
miniſter ſo largely to the conveniences of life, 
muſt all lead to the fame concluſion, becauſe 
we muſt conſider that impulſe, or natural 
diſpoſition: as the law of God, to procure us 
choſe RE Tnehes:: e 0 


Tbusit evidently: appears, ts foods 1 
apoſtle's expreſs: declaration, but alſo from 
the nature of God, and the well known diſ- 
poſition of man to a ſocial life, implanted in 
him by his great Creator, that civil govern- 
ment, ſo abſolutelhy neceſſary to make men 
happy, is no leſs than the gracious ſcheme of 
Providence, And from 10 ſame prineiples 
of reaſon we may likewiſe infer, that the 
n and e of the civil magiſtrate 
5 in 


erb the power, refifteth the ordinance of 
for rulers are not a terror to good works, but 


| 1 


in his executive capacity, belong to him as | 
the miniſter of God, to enforce obedience'to 


the decrees and ſtatutes of the community. 
This'reaſoning will be found to correſpond 
exactly with the apoſtle's doctrine, There is 


10 power but of God; the powers that be are 
ordained of God; whoſoever therefafe 
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70 the evil. It is to the magiſtrate we owe, 
that commutative juſtice is upheld, that pro- 
perty is made ſecure, and that every man 
fits eaſy and undiſturbed under his own vine, 
and under his own fig tree. Wilt thou then 


not be afraid of the powers Do that which is 


good, that is, obey the laws of your country, 


an thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame; for be 


is the rhiniſter of God to thee for good. But 
if thou do that which: is evil, that is, tranſgreſs 
the laws of that community of which thou- 
art a member, e afraid; for he beareth not 
the ſword in vain; for he is the miniſter ef 
God, a revenger to execute wrath on him that 
doth evil. And St. Peter's advice founded 
on the ſame principle is, ſubmit your ſelves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſale, 
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It is worthy of — — 5 that St, Paul 
confiders government. as the ordinatice of 
God, but St. Peter as the ordinance of man. 
One call it the ordinance of God, becauſe | 
God has fo” conſtituted the world, that it 
ſtands in need of the ſubſerviency of govern- 
ment; the other calls it the ordinance of 
man, beetle God having preſcribe Ind pat- 
_ ticular mode of government to be Unliverlall) 
obſerved, every nation is at i= "liberty to 
chuſe for! themſelves that form which they 
_ apprehend to be moſt fuitable to tlie genius 
of the people, and to the circumſtances. of 
the JOY” e 
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Hh? becauſe whatever he has made ne— 
ceſſary muſt be ſo, and all the ſeveral ſpecies 
of government become his ordinances, when 
the main end propoſed by them is the good 
of the 1 Tri is in ths view of the mat- 
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hortation to obedience; for let the form or 
conſtitution of government be what it will, 


if the civil magiſtrate is the miniſter of God | 


7 us 0 $900, it is our rank to wa, him. 8 


11 will appear 8 government. 5 neceſ⸗ 
r to the wellbeing of the world, that 
there is ſome benefit derived from the worſt 
kinds of it. Tyrannies could not ſubſiſt, if 
all concern for the ſubject was excluded, and 


no a. e Siren. I 26.) pſp are pu- 
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out ing the mn abſurd and 1 


part, for we muſt diſobey laws which are — 


calculated for the. e of our liyes and 
properties, laws which we. ourſelves have 
conſented to the enacting of: We cannot 


diſobey, without hurting our own. intereſt,” 


without hurting, the intereſt of the com- 


munity, and without being rebels to our 
king, 


bliſhing A” that all its advantages mu 1 
ariſe — obedience to the rules g en 5 


will receive no encouragement, 


checks, and conſequently no real 8 
can poſſibly -accrue from the: eſtabliſhment 


life itſelf, very inſecure; aa 
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it ; for if they come to be diſrey 


of ſociety; every one will thien be at liberty 
to follow the bent of his on incligations, 


and 10d that 10hich is :right ino his aum eyes, 


and therefore iniquity of every kind muſt a- 


bound; the: enjoyment of th : acquifitions 1 


of virtuous induſtry will be very precarious, 


and! the | nt ant ol all property; and even 


ce will . law of juſtice, and in ſuch a 
ale the liale chance! tie juſt; an upright 
could have for mere fafety; would be from 


melancholy ſolitude; with the pitiful ſubſiſt» 
ence. of hare neceſſaries. --Efitzs: we ſee; dif 
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Here FR we miſt look up to the magi- 
* as to a guardian angel, that watches 
over us to defend the community from eve- 


ry ꝭvil that threatens, and to Preſerve i it in a 


; ws: and flouriſning ſtate, which can be 
no other way effected than by a proper exer- 


tion of his authority, imparting thereby force 
and vigour to the laws, which though ever 
ſo ſalutary, if they are not duly executed, 

become a dead letter; for when reaſon, 


which ſhould: direct our ſteps, loſes its in- 


fluence, and is no longer the rule of life, hu- 
man laws, however. well framed and intend- 
ed, will Have! no weight but what 15 derive 
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"ck N WO difficult 40 taſk is this laid: 
on the magiſtrate | a taſk of ſuch vaſt import- 
ance, that it requires the greateſt fidelity, 
and will employ all his attention; for he is 
called upon in virtue of it, to uſe hiscutmoſt 
endeavcur to reſtraim tlie overflowings of 


vice and ungodlineſs, to give protection to 


innocence and virtue, to decide controverſies 
by an equal and impartial adminiſtration of 


3 and thereby to put an end to all 
ſtrife, 


Leg J 

ſtriſe, and promote univerſal love- and a: 
mony, the ſtrongeſt bond of ſociety, theſe 
bleſſings (the ab: we can receive from 
man) are the bleſſings we receive from the 3 


we of che u upright nee 
Benefits FY enkel, iel give us the 
true reliſh for life and every enjoyment, muſt 
endear to us the juſt and good magiſtrate, 
and make us conſider him in the moſt ho- 
noured character of a tender and affectionate 
father, that is always attentive to our con- 
cerns. And can perſons of an ingenuous 
mind do leſs, in return for ſo much earneſt 
ſolicitude and watchful care, than contribute 
all in their power to make his burden as light 
as poſſible, by ſerupulouſſy obeying the laws 
themſelves, and by promoting the obſervance 
of them in others, as far as their power and 
influrkce peg C411 330 35 063 pins 
: Fs $950 

- But this is is not tall __ We be pit ex- 
Lined from us; we cannot have a due ſenſe 
of the bleſſings conveyed to us by the inter- 
poſition of magiſtrates, without ſhewing | 
every: inſtance of rel] * honour and reve- 


rence 


\ 
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: ' rence to the authors of our happineb. And 

what gratitude requires of us, we ſhall find 
it is our intereſt to do; for, as we are all con- 
cerned that vice and immorality ſhould be 
put out of countenance, and virtue and good 
manners ſhould gain ground and flouriſh in 
the world, the more we contribute to raiſe 
the reputation of the magiſtrate, and to bring 
him into eſteem, the more we increaſe | his 
influence, and ſtrengthen his hands to oc | 
on the great work he is engaged i in. 
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| ul revealed reli gion ae conſpire tO prove 
the neceſſity of a govefning power. This 
truth was fo far diſcoyerable by the mere 
light of nature, that we do not find the moſt 
9 people were totally without govern · 
ment, for they nt ſubmiſſion to 
the heads of their tribes, who were ſet apart 
to keep the public peace, and to puniſh open 
violations of natural juſtice. But revelation 
clears and brightens our view of this as well 
as of all other duties, by removing all doubts 
and diſpelling every cloud that —— obſcure 
— * of the higher. Pouers; for it 


ex- 


expreſsly requires us to bey magiſtrates 
the "miniſters of God,” not only for the hap- 
pineſs we enjoy by chere means, not only for 
wrath, for fear of their terrors, gut alſo for 
conſcience fake, as what we ſhall be account- 
able for at the great day, when the inmoſt 
ſecrets and real diſpoſitions of all hearts ſhall 
be diſcloſed, 0. ae eye-ſervice as men pla- 
*fers, but as - rhe ſervants of Chrif, 4 "deing ys 
willof Golf regs rhe 22 + . ah e 4 _ e 
If 9 returns and a cee obig 4 
ſion are due to; governors 1 for the ſecurity w ich”. 
which wee enjoy. the man "comforts and con- 
veniences of this life, furely our” duty files 
higher, we become Gute in the ak, 
penalty to obedience, when we confi er how 
0 inltrumeßtl they are in affording us tlie 
means to obtain a better ſtate hereafter, - free & 
from all the evils both natural and moral, to 
which this is ſubject; for we are much We 
debted to their authority for the ſafe poſſeſ- 
ſion of the invaluable treaſures of "Wat reve. 
lation, which gives Us this comfortable and 


noble proſpect, for the great advantage of 4 


9 * _ the _ privilege of 


wor — 
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worſhipping God according to the declara- ; 
tions of his will, in ſhort 1 5 the maintenance 
of God's s true e religion in the world. es 


= very one muſt oy 3 iP to ng 
his eyes around him, and to examine what 
correſpondence there is between theſe lines 
of duty and our conduct and practice; and 
every friend to his country muſt be deeply 
affected, if he ſees juſt grounds for the ob- 
1 that has — long made, that a 
contempt of authority, and a general 7 — 
of deference to ſuperiors, characteriz 5 5 | 
nation; becauſe they are the ſtrongeſt 
toms 'of, weakneſs and decay i in the Tor 
r and without | Proper reſtoratives cy 
bring on its diflolution ; liberty when 
into Icentiouſneſs being | de 5 
Gas drunk immoderately, Which intoxicates, 
1 brain, in res the beſt e and 
E will ; at ek ny ruin ig. "ob pid il, 
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1 This contempt. of pin. 10 want | 
' _ deference to ſuperiors, I fear too juſtly « com- 
plained of, muſt be aſcribed 5 1ncipally to 
Very e a facred 
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** nature, Which Jos { *. my far 


and wide through all orders and de grees of 
men; for the fear of n man can have Ao little 
influence, where there i is little or no fear 1 f 
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n TOON 
be. . diſpoſed. to obey t thoſe that are 
him, and to eſteem them highly; 
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regard to au 2 4 — muß be at; an end, be⸗ 
cauſe religion conſiſts in recogniſing that el 
Being whoſe will alone creates obligation, 


and je np therefore the fountain of all au- 
thority. And w n religion has once quitted 
its hold of the heart, — and a ſpirit ws in- 
dependence take immediately an entire pof- 
ſelſion thereof, which will not ſuffer us to 
acknowledge any. fuperior, . and confequently 
we can think there is. po. deference due from 
us, though we might be cafily perſuaded. that 
it is due to us. Thus eee is clearly the 
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+ as we were to inquire, where that diſre- 
rd or at leaſt indifference to religion, now 
every where viſible,” firſt began, we might 
perhaps trace it up to thoſe orders of men, 
who of all the members of ſociety were moſt 
intereſted to countenance reli gion, thoſe Imean 
who were placed by Providence”! in the bigh- 
eſt ſtations,. many of whom, in one” capacity 
or other, acted in the character of, what they 
ought to have books the en of God for 
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T 55 Wer les if life, hs have neither 
leite nor abilities in deep reſearches to 
form a judgment for themſelves, will be na- 
turally determined by that of thoſe whG are 
their ſuperiors in underſtanding as well as in 
fortune, and from a vanity of aiming to aſſi- 
milate themſelves with thoſe above them, 

will be ſo much the more diſpoſed to think 
and act as their ſuperiors do. This points 
out to perſons in diſtinguiſhed" ſtations the 
great prudence of embracing principles or 
ſound policy, and how neceſſary it is to fup- 
pore the cauſe or eee as the only 
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It is manifeſt that ect n 
fectually maintained with the aid of religion. 
Human laws cannot concern themſelves with 
the ſprings of action, _— can look no far- 

ther than the overt act; but religion docs 
not ſtop there, its bands 1 is with the heart, 
and when that fountain is purified, there 
can no polluted ſtream flow from it. Reli- 
gion then is by all means to be ſecured on 
the ſide of government; prophaneſs and ir- 
religion ſhould be puniſhed as well as vice 
and immorality, and every encouragement 
given to piety as well as to virtue, the moſt 
effectual method that can be taken to pro- 
mote the intereſt of ſociety. The magiſtrate 
thus intereſting himſelf in the cauſe of 
religion acts as the oinkſher of God for the : 


gong of mankind, 


The Ae 4 benen e 
would be as faithfully diſcharged as thoſe 
of the ſupreme, their authority carrying the 


ſame obligation, as they are his delegates or 
| repre- 


reproof and correction; 3. and the 
conſider ſeriouſly, that in caſe of 2 


and neglect on their part, they not onl 
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epreſentatives; and therefore every magi- 
ſtrate, from the higheſt to the loweſt, muſt 
be equally accountable to God for the exer- 
* of the _ inteuſied. to Bad. 5 . 8 

All ki are 3 5 any ab 5 
are therefore moſt ſtrictly bound to give all 
diligence in reclaiming offenders by advice, : 
ht to 


: 1 a 
2 but become partakers of other 


mens fins. Their examples ſhould be 4ura- 


ing and ſhining lights to direct the people un- 
der their care in the wa: ys of religion and 


virtue. Bad exa ms perſons in au- 


thority and of — rank are too ſucceſs- 
ful in propagating vice; and it is a melan- 
choly truth that good ones are not ſo power- 
ful in promoting virtue. The din 4 man- 
kind is generally on the wrong ſide ; the bad 
example joining its power with this bias, acts 
with great force, but the good ons being in 
direct oppoſition to he . much of itz 
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- The —x i engaged in dhe fame 
1 with the miniſters of the goſpel, the 
cauſe of virtue and of happineſs both here 
and hereafter; and by a ee diſcharge 
of their reſpective Offic „ they mutually 1 
lighten each other's. e The magi- 
ſtrate, by. holding out tho vented ak ada 
facilitates the bulibeſs of thoſe WhO extant 
bodbedience to the rules of the goſpel, and the 
0 eve of conſcience; OR n _ — 

0 inculcating the practice 9 
Gn Nen, muſt contribute to leſſem 
the harſh and unpleaſing buſineſs of the diſ- 

; penſers of diſtributive juſtice. 


 -Y 


This viſible 3 betyavir theſe evo 

1 offices was pgirobdbly "the zeaſen, that in the 
firſt ages of the world the ſupreme magiſtracy 
and the EDN» — met in the ſame 
perſon. : 1 


. attend to the <a & the magi- 

ſtrate's office, and its conſequence to the 

happineſs of man, we cannot wonder at the 

ſeverity of that judgment denounced againſt 
the abuſers of ſo w_ and important a truſt, 
Becauſe 
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4 #ly ſhall he come upun you, for 'a | 
"ment + nr} be to them in high. places, or mercy | 
| aa the Gn but” hy 44's men 
room an eee 39 40 they who — 1 
authority keep back many from fin, and by 
| turn many to righteouſne 5, ſhall _ 
| orice e e W kT 
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